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November 17,2009 

lanitcd States Senate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-220J 

CQMMinseS: 

ARMED 3ERyiCE$ 

COVERNMENtAt APFAmS 

SMAUaUSIt4Ed$ 

INTELLIQENCE 

Ms. Heideh Shahmoradi 
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretaty for Governmental Affairs, 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 Nevi' Jersey Avenue, SB 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Ms. Shalimoradi: 
o 

o 
- t - i 

< • 1 . ; 

I am writing regarding the U.S. Department of Transportation's (DOT) selection of SkyWest 
Airlines to service the Houghton County Memorial Airport, an Essential Air Service (EAS)' 
airport 

Enclosed is a webmail that I received from a constituent who is concerned about the chang0 iri 
airlirie service; I would appreciate a response to the concerns raised and an exptaKiati€>riof hop: 
the U.$j DOT reached its decision on this particular airline. Your response can ijfe directed to my 
aide, Elizabeth Reed, at my Escanaba office listed below. 

Thank you for your time in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

^ ^ - ^ 

Carl Levin 
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cf_email agency 

Regarding: agency 

' Agency: Department of Tran^pbrtafioit 

I am writing.to ask ypur asaistenbe in reversing the USDOT decfelon to replace Mesaba Airlines as the 
carrier at Houghton CduntyAirpOfb 

Our seivice will be degraded froin three flights down to two flights daily 

We will hava to fly to Chica|6 to make connections - who wants the hassle in Chicago? Minneapolis (8 an 
easy airport to get around Irt;e3p#'aily with a tight connectiort. 

I recently got stuck oyernigW iri Minneapolis when I missed a Mesat)^ connection, but Northwest/peita 
put me up in a hotel literally five minutes from the airport (I timed iti); Can you see that ever happening in 
C h i c a g p ? - ' ' - • • • ' - ^ • ' • • > ' ' : : - ^ > ^ ; ' ' • - : - ; ^ ' ' ; ; • - : : : : - ' - - - ^ " : - ' ' • ' • 

\n addittOri, we cEinnot redeem bur Northwest/peiW frequent flyer linilee out of our local airpprt anymore. 
We will have to travel a cc^siderablt distance to some aifport that IS still serviced by Northwest/Delta* 
Why should we t)e inconVenlehced Ind flhanclaliy hurt by thiCdecisiPn? And if wei do travel sornewheri to 
use those; mites, the benisu9î t:H©tjghtonGbu^ 

I await your response as to your aetk>n on this issue. 


